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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

CHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 

For  the  year  1957 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council — 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Chester  Rural  District  for 
the  year  1957. 

The  National  Vital  Statistics  show  an  increase  in  the  Birth 
Rate  and  decreases  in  the  Death  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates. 

Locally  there  is  a dechne  in  the  General  Births  and  Deaths 
Rates,  and  an  increase  in  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

Measles  (227  cases)  and  Whooping  Cough  (34  cases)  were 
the  chief  infectious  diseases  notified.  Measles  were  widespread 
throughout  the  country  in  the  early  months  of  the  year. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  that  Meat  Inspection  has  occupied  much  of  the  working 
time  of  the  Inspectors.  Drainage  and.  Sewerage  problems.  Hous- 
ing and  Refuse  Collection  are  other  important  aspects  of  the 
Health  Services  to  which  attention  is  directed  in  this  Report. 

An  interesting  example  of  the  co-operation  between  an  im- 
portant National  Industry  and  the  Local  Authority  has  been 
the  formation  of  a Standing  Liaison  Committee  at  the  Capenhurst 
Atomic  Factory.  In  addition  to  members  of  the  Factory  StafE, 
this  comprises  representatives  of  Local  Authorities  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, including  the  County  Council,  various  Ministries,  and 
other  interested  organisations. 

Representing  the  Rural  District  Council  are  the  Clerk  and 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Its  purpose  is  the  discussion  of 
mutual  problems  that  may  arise  from  time  to  time. 

Included  at  the  end  of  the  Report  is  my  Annual  Report  as 
Divisional  Medical  Officer,  on  the  Personal  Health  Services  operat- 
ing on  behalf  of  the  County  Council  in  the  South  West  Cheshire 
Division,  of  which  Chester  Rural  District  forms  part. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  help  and  co-opera- 
tion throughout  the  year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  BIRCHALL,  m.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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NATIONAL  STATISTICS 


The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1957  was  16,1  per 
1,000  poptdadon,  compared  with  15.7  for  1956, 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1957  was  11.5  per 
1,000  population.  The  rate  for  1956  was  11.7. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales,  i.e., 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  was 
23.0,  the  rate  for  1956  was  23.8. 


CHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 
STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
SECTION  A 

Area : 43,677  acres. 

Population  Mid  1957  27,740 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1957)  according 

to  Rate  Books  7,623 

Number  of  houses  built  in  1957  (by  Private  Enterprise 

119,  by  Local  Authority  46)  Total  165 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1957  £347,807 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  at  1st  April,  1957  £1,411 


The  Chief  Industry  of  the  District  is  Dairy  Farming. 


EXTRACTS  FROM 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

FOR  1957 

Births 

Live  Births 

MALE 

FEMALE  TOTAL 

Legitimate  

; 169 

181  350 

Illegitimate  

4 

3 7 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

of  estimated  civilian 

population — 1 2.8. 

Using  Comparability 

factor  of  1.20  the  adjusted  Birth  Rate 

is  15.4. 

Still  Births 

MALE 

FEMALE  TOTAL 

Legitimate  

1 

5 6 

Illegitimate  

1 

— 1 

Rate  per  1,000  (Live 

and  Still)  Births — 19.02.  Still  Birth 

rate  per  1,000  civilian  population — 0.25. 


Deaths 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

170 

220 

390 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population — 14.06.  By  use  of  a Com- 
parability factor  of  .70  the  adjusted  Death  Rate  is  9.8. 

Deaths  (due  to  maternal  causes): 

Pregnancy— Childbirth  2 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year : 

MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

Legitimate  2 5 7 

Illegitimate  — 1 1 

Infant  Mortality  rate,  i.e.,  per  1,000  live  births — 22.4. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age : 

MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

Legitimate  1 4 5 

Illegitimate  — 1 1 

The  natural  increase  in  population  (that  is  excess  of  births 
over  deaths)  is  shown  in  the  following  tables : — 

NAT.  INC.  NAT.  INC. 

PER  1,000  PER  1,000 


YEAR 

POP. 

POP. 

YEAR 

POP. 

POP. 

1946 

18,310 

8.02 

1952  

25,580 

2.8 

1947 

18,590 

9.5 

1953  

26,250 

0.45 

1948 

19,710 

6.2 

1954  

26,790 

-0.5 

1949 

20,330 

3.7 

1955  

26,810 

-1.35 

1950 

23,610 

5.16 

1956  

27,680 

-1.15 

1951 

25,590 

4.14 

1957  

27,740 

-4.26 

The  natural  increase 

in  population  (that 

is  excess 

of  births 

over 

YEAR 

deaths)  (1946-1957)  (England  and  Wales) 

PER 

1,000 

POP.  YEAR 

PER 

1,000 

POP. 

1946 



7.6 

1952  

4.0 

1947 



8.5 

1953  

4.1 

1948 

,,,, 

7.1 

1954  

3.9 

1949 

5.0 

1955  

3.3 

1950 

‘ 

4.2 

1956  

4.0 

1951 



3.0 

1957  

4.6 
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Table  of  number  of  Live  Births  and  Birth  Rates  (1946-1957): 

BIRTH  BIRTH 

year  number  rate  year  number  rate 

1946  327  17.85  1952  293  11.45 

1947  383  20.6  1953  348  13.25 

1948  329  16.7  1954  343  12.80 

1949  303  14.9  1955  365  13.61 

1950  322  13.6  1956  429  15.5 

1951  315  12.31  1957  357  12.8 

Table  of  number  of  Deaths  and  Crude  Death  Rates 
(1946-1957):  — 

death  death 

year  number  rate  year  number  rate 

1946  180  9.83  1952  222  8.68 

1947  206  11.8  1953  337  12.8 

1948  205  10.4  1954  356  13.3 

1949  227  11.2  1955  401  14.96 

1950  200  8.5  1956  461  16.65 

1951  209  8.17  1957  390  14.06 

Table  of  Infant  Mortality  (1946-1957):  — 

rate  rate 

per  1,000  per  1,000 

year  number  births  year  number  births 

1946  11  33.64  1952  8 27.3 

1947  18  46.99  1953  10  28.7 

1948  10  30.4  1954  4 11.7 

1949  1 3.3  1955  5 13.7 

1950  6 18.6  1956  5 11.65 

1951  11  34.9  1957  8 22.4 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  Nil 

Particulars  of  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year  : 

FE-  IN 

MALE  MALE  TOTAL  1956 

(i)  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circula- 

tory System  59  95  154  201 

(ii)  Cancer  29  26  55  63 

(hi)  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  23  44  67  76 

(iv)  Cancer  of  Lungs  (included  in  (ii) 

above)  10  1 11  7 

(v)  Coronary  Disease  of  Heart 

(included  in  (i)  above)  26  20  46  73 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1957  male  female 


Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  2 — 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  1 — 

Other  Infective  or  Parasitic  Diseases  — 2 

Cancer  (all  sites)  29  26 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  23  44 

Diseases  of  Heart  and  Circulatory  System  59  95 

Bronchitis  10  3 

Pneumonia  10  14 

Influenza  , 1 2 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  3 1 

Syphilitic  Disease  1 1 

Meningococcal  Infection  1 — 

Enteritis  or  Diarrhoea  ; 3 1 

Nephritis  3 2 

Leukaemia  1 1 

Diabetes  1 — 

Pregnancy  and  Childbirth  — 2 

Congenital  Malformations  2 1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  2 — 

Suicide  I 2 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  — — 

All  other  Accidents  ; 5 3 

All  other  causes  12  20 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Public  Health  Officers  in  Chester  Rural  District 

SECTION  B 

'Medical  Officer  of  Health 

W.  J.  Birchall,  m.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Cleansing  Superintendent  and 
Meat  Inspector 

H.  E.  Stone,  m.a.p.h.i.,  r.s.i.,  and  Joint  Board  Certificate  for 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  Liverpool  University  Certificate  for 
Sanitary  Knowledge  and  Meat  and  other  Foods,  Cam- 
bridge University  Certificates. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors 

J.  G.  Wilkes,  R.s.L,  and  Joint  Certificate  for  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Meat  and  other  Foods,  Liverpool  University.  Certificate 
for  Sanitary  Knowledge  and  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

E.  Clarkson,  m.a.p.h.l,  r.s.l,  and  Joint  Board  Certificate  for 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  R.S.I.  Meat  and  other  Foods,  Liver- 
pool University  Certificate  for  Sanitary  Knowledge  and 
other  Foods.  Liverpool  University  Certificate  for  Smoke 
Abatement  and  Fuel  Economy. 
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Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector 
A.  White. 

Clerk/Typists 

Miss  E.  Bodcn. 

Miss  V.  Bushell. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Regional  Laboratory  Service  under  Ministry  of  Health  is 
available  at  Birkenhead  for  free  examination  of  Bacteriological 
specimens. 

The  Services  of  the  Pathological  Department,  Chester  Royal 
Infirmary,  are  utilised  for  Chemical  Examinations. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities 

Infectious  Diseases  are  removed  to  Clatterbridge  Isolation 
Hospital  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council  Ambulances,  assisted  by 
the  Chester  City  Ambulances  acting  as  an  Agency  Service.  Acci- 
dent and  Sick  cases  are  also  removed  to  hospitals  in  Chester, 
Clatterbridge  and  Liverpool  by  the  County  and  City  Ambulances. 
There  are  no  special  Ambulances  for  Infectious  cases,  with  the 
exception  of  Smallpox. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home 

Home  Nursing  in  the  Rural  District  is  undertaken  by  District 
Nurses  working  under  the  direction  of  the  Cheshire  County 
Council,  which  is  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

(cl)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  including  Clinics  solely  for 
diagnosis  or  consultation.  The  County  Council  Chnics  are  avail- 
able for  residents  in  this  area  at : — 

Upton : Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Saughall:  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Barrow:  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Huntington:  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Chester:  Orthopaedic  and  Tuberculosis. 

(e)  Hospitals 

The  General  Hospitals  at  Chester,  Clatterbridge  and  Liver- 
pool are  available  for  residents  in  the  district  as  well  as  Special 
Treatment  Centres  in  Chester  and  Liverpool.  There  is  in  addition 
a special  Hospital  at  Barrow  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 

SECTION  47,  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 

The  provisions  of  the  above  Act  enable  a Local  Authority  to 
apply  for  the  compulsory  removal  to  a hospital  or  County  Council 
Hostel  of  aged  and  infirm  persons  who  are  in  need  of  care  and 
attention,  and  are  unable  to  care  for  themselves.  A number  of 
such  cases  were  investigated  and  were  recommended  for  accom- 
modation in  Hospitals  or  County  Council  Hostels  and  agreed  to 
removal.  No  application  for  compulsory  removal  was  necessary 
in  1957. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1957 


The  Chairman  and  Members, 

Chester  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Once  again  it  is  my  pleasure  to  present  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  covering  the  year  1957. 

During  the  year  consolidating  legislation  in  tlte  form  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957,  was  placed  in  the  statute  book,  which  has 
repealed  most  of  the  previous  enactments  and  a further  and 
somewhat  complicated  Act  was  made  operative  under  the  title  of 
The  Rent  Act,  1957. 

Your  Housing  schemes  were  somewhat  retarded  due  to  the 
restrictions  of  the  ‘Credit  S([ueeze’  and  the  high  rates  of  interest 
required  on  loans. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods  inspection  has  continued  to  take  its 
toll  of  time  and  the  happy  association  with  the  master  butchers 
continues.  Food  preparation  premises  have  been  inspected  at 
irregular  intervals  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  whilst  there 
have  been  a few  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  the  cause  has 
not  been  traced  to  food  prepared  at  such  premises. 

The  Cleansing  service  has  on  occasions  fallen  down  due  to 
inability  to  obtain  suitable  staft'  and  sickness  amongst  the  staff 
employed.  A report  called  for  on  this  service  has  been  placed 
before  you  as  a result  of  which  you  have  agreed  to  certain  recom- 
mendations made. 

The  Water  supply  which  has  been  a feature  of  your  piped 
supplies  derived  from  the  borehole  at  Plemstall  is  now  likely  to 
be  taken  over  by  the  Chester  Waterworks  Company  as  a direct 
result  of  the  suggestion  of  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  that  small  undertakings  of  this  nature  should  be 
absorbed  by  adjoining  water  authorities  or  companies. 

The  past  year  has  seen  another  link  forged  in  a happy 
association  with  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  and  I am  grateful  for  your  continued  expressions  of 
confidence  in  me  and  the  members  of  your  Public  Health  Staff. 

A mutual  understanding  and  pleasing  association  continues 
between  your  additional  inspectors,  Mr.  Wilkes  and  Mr.  Clarkson, 
to  whom  I tender  my  grateful  thanks  for  their  very  gocxl  service. 
A word  of  congratulation  also  to  your  pupil  inspector,  Mr.  A. 
White,  who  is  proving  himself  a useful  member  of  the  staff. 
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Your  Foreman,  Mr.  S.  D.  Meakin,  who  completes  25  years' 
service  in  September,  1958,  and  your  Water  Inspector  and  Main- 
tenance Engineer,  Mr.  W.  R.  Hart,  who  incidentally  has  now 
served  the  Council  for  27  years,  continue  to  give  loyal  service  to 
the  department,  and  my  thanks  are  due  to  them  for  their  con- 
tinued attention  to  detail.  I wish  I could  say  the  same  for  the 
outdoor  staff,  but  unfortunately  there  have  been  many  changes 
during  the  year  for  various  reasons  though  there  are  some  long 
serving  members  whose  loyalty  is  beyond  question,  which  is 
greatly  appreciated. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  E.  STONE,  M.A.P.H.I., 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

The  supply  of  this  indispensible  commodity  to  our  daily  lives 
continues  to  be  quite  satisfactory,  and  all  the  inhabited  Parishes 
of  your  district  have  a piped  supply,  with  the  exception  of  Crough- 
ton,  which  has  only  six  dwellings  and  these  derive  their  supply 
from  wells  on  their  own  premises,  wLich  have  proved  satisfactory, 
though  some  difficulty  is  experienced  during  dry  spells. 

Samples  have  been  taken  at  intervals  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis,  the  latest  bacteriological 
reports  being  classified  as  “Excellent”  whilst  the  chemical  reports 
have  shown  them  to  be  “Satisfactory,”  whilst  two  supplies  are 
noted  as  being  a “hard  water”  extracted  from  your  own  borehole 
at  Plemstall  and  that  supplied  by  the  West  Cheshire  Water 
Board. 

As  required  by  a directive  of  The  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government,  that  water  undertakings  should  form  them- 
selves into  manageable  working  groups,  and  at  the  instigation  of 
the  Chester  Waterworks  Company,  discussions  have  taken  place 
and  suitable  terms  on  which  to  negotiate  have  been  agreed  for 
the  taking  over  of  your  water  pumping  plant,  w'atcrmains,  hyd- 
rants and  valves,  also  the  stock.  The  necessary  legal  and  parlia- 
mentary machinery  has  been  put  into  effective  motion  and  the 
‘take  over’  is  expected  to  take  place  in  1958. 

The  following  tabulation  gives  details  of  the  piped  supply 
afforded  in  your  district  from  water  mains,  together  with  the 
estimated  population : — 
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PARISH 

Aldford  

Bachc  

Backford  

Barrow  

Bridge  Trart'ord  

Buerton  

Capenhurst  

Caiighall  

Chester  Castle  

Chorlton-by-Backford  

Christleton  

Churton  Heath  

Claverton  

Croughton  

Dodleston  

Dunham-on-the-Hill  

Eaton  

Eccleston  

Elton  

Great  Boughton  *... 

Guilden  Sutton  

Hapsford  

Hoole  Village  

Huntington  

Lca-by-Backford  

Lea  New'bold  

Ledsham  

Littleton  

Little  Stanney  

Lower  Kinnerton  

Marlston-cum-Lache  

Mickle  Trafford  

Mollington  

Moston  

Picton  

Poulton  

Puddington  

Pulford  

Rowton  

Saighton  

Saughall  • 

Shotwick  

Shotwick  Park  


NO.  OF 
DWELLINGS 

93 

28 

50 

277 

II 

17 

109 

3 

I 

30 
573 

5 

II 

126 

185 

23 

90 
135 

1112 

223 

35 

98 

425 

61 

6 
40 
154 
82 
38 
29 

122 

147 

82 

23 

31 
107 

91 
105 
84 

632 

19 

21 


EST.  POP 
SUPPLIED 

352 

98 

175 

969 

39 

60 

382 

11 

3 

115 

2006 

17 


441 

685 

706 

315 

505 

3892 

781 

157 

343 

3719 

244 

24 

140 

501 

287 

144 

113 

427 
584 
882 

92 

124 

428 
319 
315 
336 

2212 

76 

82 
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Stoak  

Thornton-le-Moors  .... 

Upton-by-Chester  

Wervin  



41 

41 

1635 

24 

147 

224 

8379 

88 

Wimbolds  Trafford  ... 
Woodbank  

33 

24 

136 

80 

7332 

32155 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

It  is  unfortunate  I am  unable  to  report  progress  for  any  of 
the  schemes  suggested  year  by  year.  This  is  not  due  to  anv  lack 
of  appreciation  on  your  part  of  the  necessity  for  such  schemes  to 
be  put  in  hand,  but  is  due  to  the  various  financial  National  crises 
with  which  the  country  is  faced  from  time  to  time ; whether 
these  crises  will  ever  be  resolved,  is  a matter  for  conjecture. 

As  a result  of  last  year’s  report  you  suggested  you  should 
consult  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  with  a view  to  arriving  at  a suggested  order  of 
priority  in  respect  of  sewerage  schemes  for  certain  parishes  within 
your  area,  and  the  order  then  submitted  was  approved  by  you 
and  as  a result  of  certain  development  schemes  submitted  to  you, 
you  have  called  for  up-to-date  schemes  to  be  prepared  and  esti- 
mates submitted  for  (1)  the  Moor  Lane  and  Whitchurch  Road 
area  of  Rowton  and  (2)  the  Brown  Heath — Plough  Lane  area  of 
Christleton. 

In  so  far  as  the  Parishes  of  Dunham  Hill,  Elton,  Mollington, 
Dodleston  and  Lower  Kinnerton,  Pulford  and  Capenhurst  are 
concerned  the  necessity  for  the  provision  of  comprehensive  setver- 
age  schemes  is  as  urgent  and  obvious  as  in  the  past,  whilst  the 
necessity  for  the  Saughall  scheme  to  be  infilled  to  serve  the 
Fiddlers  Lane  and  Saughall  Road  areas  and  extended  to  accom- 
modate the  Long  Lane — Coalpit  Lane  area  is  more  obvious  than 
ever  because  of  the  development  that  has  taken  place  here. 

The  Barrow  scheme  is  serving  its  purpose  satisfactorily,  but 
the  necessity  for  improving  the  Hollowmore  Heath  scheme  and 
providing  a scheme  for  the  Stamford  Bridge  area  become  more 
evident  as  time  passes. 

Drain  and  Sewer  Tests 

During  the  year  86  sewer  and  drain  tests  have  been  carried 
out  by  the  department,  including  85  tests  of  drains  connected  to 
sewers  and  1 test  of  drains  connected  to  septic  tanks. 

Cesspool  Emptier 

As  a result  of  increasing  demands  on  the  services  of  this 
vehicle  within  your  own  area  and  the  necessity  for  more  frequent 
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attention  to  your  various  Parish  and  Housing  scheme  plants  you 
instructed  the  department  to  refrain  from  accepting  orders  out- 
side your  area. 

During  the  year  115  requests  have  been  made  for  its  services 
in  addition  to  complying  with  statutory  obligations  and  increased 
attention  to  your  own  various  plants. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

The  same  position  obtains  to-day  as  was  the  case  last  year, 
though  the  Dee  and  Clwyd  River  Board  have  agreed  to  adopt  the 
Kinnerton  Gutter,  provided  it  is  first  put  into  a clean  and  free 
flowing  state  by  the  various  riparian  owners,  for  which  work  a 
grant  would  possibly  be  made  towards  the  cost  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  and  you  have  agreed  to 
make  a contribution  towards  the  balance  of  the  total  cost,  but 
no  reply  has  been  received  to  your  offer. 


Public  Cleansing  Service 

This  service  continues  to  be  afforded  to  the  whole  of  your 
area.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  7,052  premises 
which  received  this  service,  and  this  number  increased  to  7,356. 

During  the  year  it  is  estimated  this  service  covered  51,781 
miles  and  used  5,338  gallons  of  petrol  in  the  collection  of  7,658 
tons  of  refuse  collected  in  3,501  loads  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
£21,114. 


From  these  figures  the  following  costs 

£ 

Per  ton  2 

„ load  ' 6 

„ mile  

„ gallon  (petrol)  3 

„ house  2 

„ house  


are  arrived 
s.  d. 

15  1/2 

0 5/4 

4 1/2 

19  1 

17  4)A  per 

1 4)4  per 


at : — 


annum 

week 


Collection 

Owing  to  labour  difficulties  arising  out  of  sickness  and  a 
certain  amount  of  absenteeism  two  of  the  five  districts  into  which 
your  area  is  divided  did  not  receive  the  attention  they  should 
have  done,  and  there  were  times  when  certain  Parishes  were  as 
long  as  five  weeks  before  a collection  was  made  ; periods  of  collec- 
tion of  once  in  three  weeks  were  common  grounds  for  complaint, 
and  as  a result,  you  called  for  a report  which  was  examined  and 
investigated  by  a sub-committee,  and  you  agreed,  among  other 
things,  to:  — 

1.  Purchase  two  new  vehicles  of  the  dual-tip  type  during 
the  next  two  years,  each  of  16/18  cu.  yds.  capacity. 

2.  Retain  four  of  the  existing  vehicles. 


3.  Continue  the  present  arrangement  for  a weekly  collection 
of  refuse  on  the  urbanised  parishes  and  as  a long  term 
policy  to  extend  a weekly  service  to  all  other  parishes 
as  the  opportunity  occurs. 

4.  Appoint  a ‘charge-hand.’ 

You  have  replaced  one  of  the  vehicles  with  a 10  cu.  yds. 
capacity  vehicle,  diesel  engine  propelled,  and  have  disposed  of 
the  oldest  vehicle  which  was  worth  little  more  than  scrap  value, 
and  5 vehicles  are  still  being  used  on  the  service  comprised  of 
2X  10  cu.  yds.  and  3X  7 cu.  yds.  capacity. 

Disposal 

Continues  to  be  by  means  of  Controlled  Tipping  at  the  old 
clay  pit  at  Hoole  Bank,  and  loads  are  dealt  with  by  the  Fordson 
Muledozer. 

Personnel 

As  in  the  past  this  comprises  five  teams  of  Drivers  and  Collec- 
tors, employing  19  men  for  collecting  purposes  and  5 drivers, 
together  with  2 men  for  tip  controlling  purposes,  and  one  for 
paper  baling. 

The  recruitment  of  suitable  labour  is  a tricky  business  and 
with  labour  still  at  a premium  one  has  no  option  but  to  accept 
the  applicants  sent  forward. 

It  has  not  always  been  possible  to  maintain  the  respective 
teams  at  full  strength,  in  fact  there  have  been  very  few  weeks 
during  the  year  that  the  teams  have  all  been  at  full  strength, 
with  the  result  that  collections  in  certain  areas  have  inevitably 
fallen  behind  and  ratepayers  have  had  genuine  cause  for  com- 
plaint, though  every  effort  is  made  to  give  satisfaction  to  all  and 
sundry. 

A feature  that  is  inclined  to  be  overlooked  is  the  long  length 
of  carry  that  is  occasioned  these  days,  particularly  in  new  develop- 
ments, which  causes  much  waste  of  time  and  makes  an  added 
burden  for  the  collectors. 

Some  local  authorities  have  bye-laws  governing  the  service 
of  refuse  collection  in  which  house-holders  are  required  to  bring 
the  bin  or  containers  to  the  front  gate  ready  for  the  collector  to 
empty  into  the  vehicle,  a condition  being  that  the  local  authority 
shall  advise  each  house-holder  of  the  day  and  approximate  time 
such  collections  will  be  made  ; but  in  view  of  the  present  position 
it  is  doubtful  whether  the  general  public  would  agree  to  this 
after  having  enjoyed  the  present  form  of  collection,  belated 
though  it  may  be  on  occasions. 

Salvage 

The  practice  of  collecting,  sorting  and  baling  waste  paper  has 
continued  throughout  the  year,  and  through  the  good  offices  of 


12 


Councillor  Mrs.  Synge  a more  regular  market  for  disposal  has 
been  secured,  though  the  price  has  varied  somewhat. 

When  the  loads  are  deposited  at  the  tip,  they  are  roughly 
sorted  by  the  controllers,  and  tins  extracted  which  are  stacked, 
and  a scrap  metal  merchant  provides  a portable  baler  with  which 
to  bale  them  and  cart  them  away ; and  though  difficulty  was 
experienced  for  a time  in  securing  their  disposal,  this  has  now 
become  somewhat  more  regular,  and  the  credit  for  the  improved 
turnover  this  year  must  be  given  to  the  two  Tip  Controllers  who 
have  been  responsible  for  the  sorting. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  quantities  disposed  dur- 
ing 1957 : — 


CLASSIFICATION 

T. 

CWTS. 

QRS. 

LBS. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  

110 

11 

2 

20 

461 

2 

0 

Textiles  

16 

16 

2 

22 

430 

1 

10 

Ferrous  Metals  

97 

5 

2 

— 

454 

9 

8 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

6 

2 

1 

16 

655 

4 

4 

Miscellaneous  

— 

19 

2 

18 

19 

2 

7 

Totals  .... 

231 

15 

3 

20 

£2,019 

19 

7 

Shops 

No  additions  have  been  made  to  your  shops  register,  neither 
has  it  been  necessary  to  take  action  under  the  Shops  Acts  relat- 
ing to  ventilation,  temperature,  or  the  provision  of  sanitary 
conveniences. 

Clean  Air 

Certain  sections  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  came  into  opera- 
tion on  the  1st  December,  1956,  though  it  was  passed  on  the  5th 
July,  1956,  the  operative  date  for  the  remaining  sections  is  ex- 
pected to  be  early  in  1958. 

The  sections  of  the  Act  in  force  at  the  end  of  the  year  in 
question  include  provision  relating  to  smoke  from  furnaces,  height 
of  new  factory  chimneys,  smoke  control  areas,  the  extension  of 
the  Alkali,  etc..  Works  Regulations  Act,  1906,  to  cover  the  emis- 
sion of  smoke,  grit  and  dust  from  premises  controlled  or  to  be 
controlled  under  that  Act,  collierv  spoil  banks  and  the  constitution 
of  the  Clean  Air  Council. 

Your  district  is  fortunate  that  in  the  main  it  comprises  a 
farming  and  residential  area,  the  exception  being  the  factory  of 
the  Atomic  Energy  Commission  at  Capenhurst,  the  Central  Elec- 
tricity Authoritv’s  Power  Station  at  Elton  and  the  Shell  Refinery 
and  Marketing  Co.  refineries  and  experimental  works  at  Thornton- 
le-Moors  but  mainly  situated  in  tbe  adjoining  area  of  the  Borough 
of  Ellesmere  Port,  all  of  which  come  outside  your  jurisdiction  so 
far  as  these  sections  of  the  Act  apply  to  them. 

Whilst  is  is  appreciated  a great  deal  of  good  can  be  achieved 
by  the  making  of  Smoke  Control  Areas,  I am  sure  it  will  be 
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appreciated  this  can  only  be  effective  in  densely  built-up  areas, 
and  apparently  can  affect  only  the  private  house-holders,  whereas 
the  worst  form  of  pollution,  i.e.,  from  industrial  chimneys  is  at 
the  moment  exempt. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  is  only  to  be  expected  you  have 
decided  that  for  the  present  the  contemplation  of  making  of 
smoke  control  areas  in  your  district  should  be  left  in  abeyance, 
though  not  lost  sight  of. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  action  under  this  Act  has  so  far 
been  quite  informal  and  those  in  control  of  the  premises  con- 
cerned have  been  most  co-operative  with  beneficial  results  in 
most  cases. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

There  are  no  private  or  publicly  owned  swimming  baths  or 
pools  in  your  area. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

The  number  of  such  premises  on  your  register  is  53. 

Rodent  Control 

The  inspection  of  your  district  continues  to  be  adequately 
carried  out,  there  being  an  arrangement  with  the  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  that  they  will  supervise  all  farms  within 
your  area,  and  they  have  entered  into  115  contracts  with  indi- 
vidual farmers.  In  this  connection  it  has  been  suggested  that  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  may  issue  instruc- 
tions for  all  such  contracts  to  be  terminated  in  the  near  future 
and  local  authorities  to  be  entirely  responsible  for  the  irrtplemen- 
tation  of  the  Act. 

It  is  again  my  pleasure  to  record  that  it  has  not  been  neces- 
sary for  statutory  action  to  be  taken  in  any  instance  and  the 
following  is  a summary  of  the  year’s  work : — 

Number  of  visits  made  5,858 

Number  of  premises  visited  5,760 

Number  of  premises  re-visited  98 

SECTION  D 

HOUSING 

During  the  year,  despite  the  financial  crises  which  have  faced 
the  country  and  which  have  of  necessity  put  a brake  on  your 
housing  programme,  it  is  very  gratifying  to  report  that  vou  have 
built  86  houses,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  1,089  houses 
occupied  with  28  under  construction  and  you  have  plans  for 
building  150  additional  houses. 

Of  the  28  dwellings  under  construction  12  are  bungalows  and 
4 are  one  bedroom  ground  floor  flats,  all  for  old  people  ; and  a 
further  4 one  bedroom  upstairs  flats  for  young  couples.  These 
will  help  to  fulfil  a long  felt  want,  and  it  is  certain  your  decision 
in  this  matter  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 


14 


TOTAL  NO. 

OF  HOUSES 

NO.  OF 

HOUSES 

ERECTED  AND 

NO.  OF 

HOUSES  IN 

COURSE  OF 

NO.  OF 

HOUSES 

PROPOSED 

Backford  

TO  BE 

ERECTTED 

23 

OCCUPIED 

AT  31.12.57 
23 

CONSTRUCTION 

AT.31.12.57 

TO  BE 

ERECTED 

Barrow  

48 

48 

— 

— 

Capenhurst  

22 

22 

— 

— 

Christleton  

122 

100 

22 

— 

Dodleston  

35 

35 

— 

— 

Dunham  Hill 

56 

56 

— 

— 

Elton  

24 

24 

— 

— 

Gt.  Boughton 

148 

66 

— 

82 

Guilden  Sutton  .. 

42 

34 

— 

8 

Hapsford  

6 

6 

— 

— 

Huntington  

58 

58 

— 

— 

Lea-by-Backford  . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Lea  Newbold 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Littleton  

24 

24 

— 

— 

Little  Stanney  ... 

6 

6 

— 

— 

Lower  Kinnerton 

....  10 

10 

— 

— 

Mickle  Tr afford  . 

42 

42 

— 

— 

Mollington  

16 

16 

— 

— 

Pulford  

8 

8 

— 

— 

Saughall  

252 

228 

6 

18 

Shotwick  

2 

2 

— 

— 

Stoak  

25 

25 

— 

— 

Thornton  

22 

22 

— 

— 

U pton -by-Chester 

....  272 

230 

— 

42 

1267 

1089 

28 

150 

1 uui  le-nousmg  scneme  m relation  to  tlie  ZUU  houses  recom- 
mended for  action  under  the  4 years’  Clearance  programme  is 
progressing,  and  during  the  year  50  houses  were  recommended 
for  action  under  sections  16-26  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  and 
section  10-11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936;  whilst  9 houses  were 
dealt  with  under  section  9,  and  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were 
issued  in  respect  of  6 houses  under  the  Rent  Act,  1957. 

The  new  Housing  Act,  1957,  became  operative  on  1st  Septem- 
ber and  it  is  a consolidating  act  and  covers  the  respective  Housing 
Acts  with  the  exception  of  the  Financial  Provisions  whilst  the 
new  Rent  Act,  1957,  became  operative  on  6th  July,  1957. 
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Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year 

1.  (1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  382 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  1070 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (including  under 

suh-head  1 above  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations, 1925  (Rural  Housing  Survey)  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  58 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  lit 

for  human  habitation  54 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers  54 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  -the 
Housing  Act,  1936:  and  Section  9,  16-26  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957  53 

Rent  Act,  1957  (Disrepair)  6 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(a)  By  owners  9 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  9 

(h)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal 
Notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authorities  in  default  of  owners  Nil 
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The  Rent  Act,  1957 

6 applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  Certificates 
of  Disrepair  ; of  these  6 applications,  3 Certificates  of  Disrepair 
have  been  issued  and  3 undertakings  from  the  landlords  to  carry 
out  the  necessary  work  have  been  accepted. 

SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Under  this  Act  and  the  Special  Designation  Orders  made 
under  this  Act,  the  following  licences  were  issued  by  you  during 


1957:  — 

Registered  Dairies  8 

Distributors  15 

Dealers’  Licences  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  15 

Dealers’  Licences  (Tub.  Tested  and  Accredited)  14 

Dealers’  Licences  Supplementary  (Pasteurised  and 

Sterilised)  3 

Dealers’  Supplementary  (Tub.  Tested  and  Accredited)  3 


58 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  during  the  year  samples  have 
been  taken  from  a particular  herd  with  a view  to  tracing  and 
eliminating  Brucella  abortus  and  Staphylococcus  aureus.  To 
arrive  at  a definite  conclusion,  it  became  necessary  for  what  might 
be  termed  detective  work  to  be  carried  out,  and  from  the  original 
bulk  samples  the  infection  was  isolated,  and  the  question  then 
arose  as  to  which  of  the  animals  was  the  culprit.  This  involved 
considerable  patience  and  a number  of  visits  to  the  herd  con- 
cerned, and  the  taking  of  individual  samples,  which  resulted  in 
3 animals  as  being  suspect. 

Further  samples  were  taken  from  these  3 cows,  which  resulted 
eventually  in  2 being  certified  as  clear  of  infection,  whilst  in  the 
other  cow  the  infection  was  found  to  be  in  one  quarter  of  the 
udder,  and  as  a result  the  farmer  concerned  decided  to  dispose 
of  the  infected  animal. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  Section  16 
Ice  Cream 

There  is  a total  of  49  premises  registered  for  the  sale  and 
storage  of  Ice  Cream,  and  2 manufacturers  in  your  area. 

Most  of  the  Ice  Cream  sold  is  pre-packed  and  manufactured 
by  wholesalers  of  repute. 
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Prepared  Food 

There  are  14  persons  and  premises  licensed  for  the  manu- 
facture of  prepared  foods  intended  for  sale  on  your  register,  which 
have  been  visited,  and  inspections  carried  out  under  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  at  irregular  intervals. 


The  standard  of  cleanliness  and  preparation  for  storage  is 
satisfactory. 


Meat  Inspection 

There  are  5 private  slaughterhouses  regularly  operating  in 
your  district,  including  the  slaughterhouse  used  for  the  slaughter 
of  pigs  by  the  Bacon  Board  at  Shed  Lane. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  on  the  spot  inspections  at  the  time 
of  slaughter,  but  all  animals  slaughtered  are  inspected  as  soon 
after  slaughter  as  possible. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  animals  slaughtered  and 
inspected  in  your  area  during  1 957  : — 


MEAT  INSPECTION  ] 

BEASTS 

SHEEP 

AND 

CALVES  LAMBS 

PIGS 

TOTAL 

Number  slaughtered  

989 

263  5,218 

5,589 

12,059 

Number  inspected  

989 

263  5,218 

5,589 

12,059 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis : — 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

1 

6 2 

12 

21 

Carcases  of  which  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

210 

— 338 

652 

1,173 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis   

21.3% 

2.2%  6.5% 

11.2% 

Tuberculosis  only:  — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

— — 

6 

8 

Carcases  of  which  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  .... 

136 

— — 

145 

281 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected,  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

13.9% 

2.7% 

Meat — Total  weight  condemned  : 5 

tons,  12  cwts.. 

3 qtrs.. 

15  lbs. 
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List  of  Samples  for  analysis  obtained  in  the  Chester  Rural  District 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957:  — 


NUMBER 

NUMBER  ADULTERATED 

OR  NOT  UP  TO  THE 

RECOGNISED  STANDARD 

NAME  OF  SAMPLE 

OBTAINED 

OF  QUALITY 

Almond  Marzipan  

1 

— 

Butter  

1 

— 

Beef  Suet  

1 

— 

Cheshire  Cheese  

1 

— 

Cod  Liver  Oil  

2 

— 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence 

1 

— 

Cream — Tinned  

1 

— 

Curry  Powder  

1 

— 

Fish  Paste — Lobster  

1 

— 

Flour — Self  Raising  

1 

— 

Flour — Plain  

6 

— 

Jam — Raspberry  

1 

— 

Jellies — Table,  Strawberry 

1 

— 

Lard  

1 

— 

Margarine  

1 

— 

Mayonnaise  

1 

— 

Meat  Paste — Minced  Chicken 

1 

— 

Milk  

Milk — Condensed, 

35 

— 

Special  Full  Cream  

1 

— 

Mustard  

1 

— 

Orange  Squash  

Pickles — Mixed, 

1 

1 

in  Malt  Vinegar  

1 

— 

Pork  Roll — Stuff,  Tinned 

1 

— 

Saccharin  Tablets  

1 

— 

Tomato  Ketchup  

1 

— 

Whiskey  

1 

66 

I 

Particulars  of  Sample  not  up  to  Standard:  — 

SAMPLE  RESULT  OF  ANALYSIS  REMARKS 

Orange  Squash  20  per  cent  deficient  in  Attention  of 

fruit  juice  manufacturers 

drawn  to  deficiency 
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SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1957 


Pneumonia  

Erysipelas  

Food  Poisoning 
Scarlet  Fever  .... 

Measles  

Whooping  Cough 
Dysentery  


TOTAL  CASES  CASES  ADMITTED 
NOTIFIED  TO  HOSPITAL  DEATHS 


25  8 2 


7 

3 

227 

34 

2 


2 


299  10  2 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  year  1957 

NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Age  Non  Non 

Periods  Respiratory  Respiratory  Total  Respiratory  Respiratory  Total 


0-1 

M 

F 

M F 

M&F 

M 

F 

M F 

M& 

1-5 

— 

— 

— 1 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

5-15 

1 

— 

— 1 

2 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

15-25 

4 

1 

— — 

5 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

25-35 

1 

1 

— — 

2 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

35-45 

2 

— 

— — 

2 

1 

— 

— — 

1 

45-55 

3 

1 

— . — 

4 

— 

1 

— — 

1 

55-65 

1 

— 

— — 

1 

1 

— 

— — 

1 

65  & 

upwards 

1 

— 

— — 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Age 

unknown 

1 

— 

— 

14  3 

— 2 

18 

2 1 

— — 

3 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

(1)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority  

(2)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  .... 

(3)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

Totals 


Number  of 

Number  on  Written  Occupiers 

Register  Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 


56  24 


56 
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Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  

Total 


No.  of 
cases  in 
prosecu- 

Referred  tions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 
Found  Remedied  Inspec-  Inspec-  Insti- 
tor  tor  tuted 

4 4 _ _ _ 


4 4 
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PART  VIII  of  the  Act  — OUTWORK 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


NATURE  OF  WORK 

Wearing  apparel  (Making,  etc.)  Cleaning 
Washing  


NUMBER  OF  OUT- 
WORKERS IN  AUG. 
LIST  REQUIRED  BY 
SECTION  110  (1)  (c) 

and 

Nil 
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CHESHIRE  COCINTY  COUNCIL 


South-West  Cheshire  Divisional  Health 

Committee 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

1957 


Dr.  WALTER  J.  BIRCH  ALL,  MB.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H 


( Divisional  Medical  Officer ) 


16,  White  Friars, 

Chester. 

Telephone : Chester  20071  (2  lines). 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  HEALTH  SERVICES  OF 
SOUTH-WEST  CHESHIRE  DIVISION  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1957 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  the  Divisional  Health  Committee  for  the  year  1957. 

The  Division  includes  the  Borough  of  Ellesmere  Port  and  the 
Rural  Districts  of  Chester  and  Tarvin.  The  total  population  at 
1st  April,  according  to  the  Registrar  General’s  latest  figures  (mid 
1956)  is  79,240,  and  the  area  is  115,414  acres,  which  is  the  equival- 
ent of  0.68  persons  per  acre.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is 
approximately  22,997,  and  the  combined  rateable  value  for  1957 
is  £1,138,317. 

The  chief  pre-occupation  during  the  year  has  again  been 
Poliomyelitis  Vaccination.  This  measure,  which  had  a tremen- 
dous emotional  efEect  on  press  and  public  alike,  also  had  an 
overwhelming  impact  on  the  resources  of  Health  Authorities 
throughout  the  country.  This  Division  was  no  exception.  Com- 
bined with  a variety  of  other  Immunisations  and  Vaccinations, 
sympathy  must  be  felt  for  these  hapless  infants  (and  their  parents) 
who  are  thus  subject  to  a whole  barrage  of  injections  in  the  early 
tender  months  of  their  young  lives.  And  let  us  spare  a thought 
for  the  overworked  staff,  especially  the  clerical  staff,  who  are 
called  upon  to  administer  the  scheme  in  all  its  meticulous  details. 

Our  clerical  staff  has  again  suffered  casualties  through  sick- 
ness and  resignation,  which  we  have  tried  to  counteract,  not  always 
successfully  I fear,  by  the  engagement  of  occasional  temporary 
clerks. 

In  other  directions.  Ambulance,  Domestic  Help  and  Welfare 
Foods  Services  have  continued  at  their  normal  pace. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  again  prominent  amongst 
the  Infectious  Diseases  notified ; in  fact  there  was  quite  an  Epi- 
demic of  Measles  during  the  first  half  of  the  year. 

The  expected  Epidemic  of  Asian  Influenza  arrived  in  Sep- 
tember, 1957,  and  seriously  affected  the  school  population  and  to 
a less  extent  the  young  adult  population.  Though  generally  mild 
it  had  a devastating  effect  on  some  schools  for  a few  weeks  ; in 
some  cases  more  than  half  the  pupils  and  teachers  were  affected 
and  were  absent.  Fortunately  the  very  young  and  the  aged  were 
not  so  susceptible  to  the  infection,  and  the  numbers  affected  in 
these  groups  were  comparatively  small. 

We  would  again  express  our  indebtedness  to  the  Voluntary 
Helpers  at  Clinics  and  Welfare  Food  Centres  throughout  the 
Division  for  their  invaluable  services  on  our  behalf. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  J.  BIRCH  ALL,  m.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  d.p.h. 
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CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
SOUTH  - WEST  CHESHIRE  DIVISIONAL  HEALTH 

COMMITTEE 

Report  for  Year  ended  31st  December,  1957 


N.H.S.  Act,  1946  (Sec.  22) — Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 


A — Mothers’  Clinics: 

NEW 

TOTAL 

CASES 

ATTENDANCES 

Ante-Natal  

329 

2393 

Post-Natal  

Dental : 

120 

133 

Pre-Natal  

— 

— 

Nursing  Mothers  

5 

8 

Dentures  Supplied  

— 

— 

B — Young  Children’s  Clinics : 

NEW 

TOTAL 

(1)  Infant  Welfare — 

CASES 

ATTENDANCES 

To  1 year  

853 

9513 

1 — 2 years  

— 

1773 

2 — 5 years  

(2)  Specialist — 

■ 

1667 

Ophthalmic  

21 

68 

Dental  Treatment  (under  5) 

104 

117 

E.N.T.  (under  5)  

19 

DAILY 

20 

(3)  Day  Nurseries — 

AVERAGE  NO. 

ATTEND- 

TOTAL 

ING 

ATTENDANCES 

Aged  0 — 2 years  

12 

3017 

2 — 5 years  

32 

7749 

Details  of  figures  (where  they  relate  to 
are  given  hereunder:  — 

more  than  one  Clinic) 

Eye  Clinics — 

NEW 

TOTAL 

CASES 

ATTENDANCES 

Hoole  

5 

10 

Ellesmere  Port  

16 

58 

Totals  

Number  of  children  under  five  for 

21 

68 

whom  spectacles  were  prescribed 
Number  of  cases  recommended 

10 

for  hospital  treatment  

3 

25 


Welfare  Centres — 

NEW 

C.'VSES 

TOTAr. 

ATTENDANCES 

0-1 

0-1 

1-2 

2-5 

Barrow  

8 

140 

125 

78 

* Christleton  

18 

29 

3 

15 

Ellesmere  Port  .... 

281 

3312 

306 

203 

Farndon  

16 

187 

49 

113 

Huntington  

26 

269 

82 

76 

Ince  

18 

226 

24 

41 

Kelsall  

42 

462 

122 

185 

Little  Sutton  

150 

1664 

351 

246 

Malpas  

25 

197 

40 

116 

Overpool  

114 

1020 

58 

3 

Saughall  

34 

297 

121 

146 

Tarvin  

24 

365 

148 

178 

Tattenhall  

24 

322 

51 

53 

Upton  

73 

1123 

293 

214 

853 

9613 

1773 

1667 

* Commenced  21st  November,  1957. 

SPECIAL  COMMENTS 

WELFARE  CENTRES  AND  DAY  NURSERY 
Welfare  Centres 

The  Ellesmere  Port  Welfare  Centre  was  decorated  externally 
and  part  internally  at  a cost  of  £208.  18s.  Od.,  and  curtains  were 
purchased  at  a cost  of  £18.  10s.  Od. 

The  Welfare  Centre  at  Little  Sutton  was  partly  decorated 
internally  at  a cost  of  £64. 

A new  Welfare  Clinic  was  established  at  the  Women’s  Insti- 
tute, Christleton,  in  November.  Clinics  are  being  held  twice  per 
month,  on  the  first  and  third  Thursday  afternoon  of  each  inonth. 

The  Committee  approved  the  loan  of  the  site  for  the  new 
Bough  ton  Welfare  Centre  to  the  Boughton  Parish  Council  for 
use  as  a Children’s  Playground. 

Welfare  Foods  (Ministry) 

The  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  continued  satisfactorily 
largely  owing  to  the  splendid  co-operation  of  the  voluntary  per- 
sons and  members  of  the  W.V.S.,  who  have  been  most  helpful. 

A new  distribution  point  was  opened  in  November  at  Christle- 
ton. The  distribution  point  at  the  Dale,  Chester,  closed  at  the 
end  of  November. 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  number  of  articles  issued 
during  the  year:  — 

N.D.M.  C.L.O.  a/d  TABLETS  O.J. 

26,459  5,563  2,287  36,732 

The  above  figures  show  a marked  decrease  in  the  issues  of 
National  Dried  Milk,  31.808  tins  were  issued  last  year  . It  is 
thought  that  the  decrease  is  largely  owing  to  the  increase  in  price. 

Day  Nursery,  Ellesmere  Port 

Attendances  during  the  March  quarter  were  lower  than  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year,  average  attendances  ranging  from  35 
to  43  children  per  day.  The  absences  were  mainly  owing  to 
coughs,  colds,  and  other  respiratory  infections.  ‘During  the  June 
quarter  the  attendances  improved,  averaging  between  40  and  51 
children  per  day,  and  during  the  September  quarter,  the  average 
attendance  was  50.  The  last  quarter  of  the  year  attendances 
showed  the  customary  decline,  falling  to  42  during  the  month  of 
December,  again  absences  were  owing  to  coughs,  colds,  etc. 

Apart  from  the  Influenza  epidemic  of  September  and  October, 
when  23  children  and  7 of  the  Staff  were  afEected,  the  general 
health  of  the  children  and  Staff  has  been  quite  good. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  63  children  on  the  registe^> 
of  whom  23  were  priority  cases.  In  addition  there  was  a waiting 
list  of  109. 

The  Matron  and  the  Staff  organised  a Sale  of  Work  in  Octo- 
ber at  the  Day  Nursery,  the  proceeds  of  which  helped  to  provide 
additional  toys,  and  enabled  the  Matron  to  hold  a successful 
Christmas  Party  for  the  children.  The  Christmas  Party  was  held 
in  December,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Backhouse,  kindly  undertook  the  duties  of  Father  Christmas  and 
gave  each  child  a present. 

There  have  been  a few  Staff  changes  during  the  year,  Mrs. 
S.  C.  Tilley,  the  Deputy  Matron,  resigned  in  August,  and  Mrs. 
H.  J.  Bryson  was  appointed  in  her  place.  One  Nursery  Student 
resigned  during  the  year  and  was  accordingly  replaced  by  a new 
appointment. 

The  Nursery  was  closed  for  the  Annual  Holiday  from  the 
29rh  July  to  the  10th  August. 

The  Nursery  was  internally  decorated  (part  only)  at  a cost 
of  £97.  10s.  Od. 

The  Committee  approved  the  annual  replacements  of  Linen 
and  Soft  hhirnishings.  Overalls,  Hardware  and  Crockery,  Canvas 
seats  and  backs  for  Children’s  chairs,  and  the  fitting  with  Berlam 
of  18  Children’s  dining  tables,  and  repairs  to  24  Rest  beds.  Tbe 
last  two  items  were  carried  out  by  Wrenbury  Hall  Industries. 

Costs 
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A comparative  Statement  on  the  costs  of  the  Day  Nursery 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1957,  was  received  from  the  County 
Treasurer,  and  the  daily  cost  per  child  during  the  year  was  as 
follows : — 

1955/56  — 12/9d.  1956/57  — 13/03/d. 

Average  cost  throughout  the  County  was:  — 

1955/56  — 11/11 /id.  1956/57  — 12/73/d. 

MIDWIVES 

Number  of  births  (adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers) 
— 1,484  (including  27  stillbirths). 

MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING 

Transport 

Two  new  cars  were  received  during  the  year,  one  an  Austin 
A35  for  the  Tarvin  District  Nurse,  the  other  a Ford  Popular  for 
the  Kelsall  District  Nurse.  The  old  cars  were  sold  through  the 
Measham  Motor  Sales  Organisation  for  £162.  19s.  6d.  and  £174. 
5s.  Od.  respectively. 

A reconditioned  engine  was  fitted  to  the  Tattenhall  District 
Nurse’s  car,  and  repairs  were  carried  out  to  the  Tarvin  Assistant 
District  Nurse’s  car  at  a cost  of  £28.  10s.  Od.  Apart  from  these 
no  other  major  repairs  were  carried  out  to  the  cars  of  the  District 
Nurses/Midwives. 

CONVALESCENCE 

The  sum  of  £155  was  allocated  for  the  year  ending  31st 
March,  1958,  for  Convalescent  treatment. 

Two  cases  were  each  sent  for  two  weeks  convalescence  at  the 
Lear  Home  of  Recovery,  West  Kirby,  at  a cost  to  - the  County 
Council  of  £14. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Total  fees  paid  for  the  period  1.1.57 — 31.12.57  amounted  to 
£600.  17s.  6d. 

Statistics  are  as  stated  below : — 

A— VACCINATION 


Primary  Vaccination — 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

(a)  Pre-School  Children  

333 

337 

670 

(b)  School  Children  

3 

16 

19 

(c)  Adults  

11 

22 

33 

Total  .... 

347 

375 

722 

Re-Vaccination — 

(a)  Pre-School  Children  

3 

1 

4 

(b)  School  Children  

4 

3 

7 

(c)  Adults  

45 

49 

94 

Total  .... 

52 

53 

105 
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B— DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Incomplete — 


(a)  Pre-School  Children  

36 

31 

67 

(b)  School  Children  

— 

— 

— 

Total  .... 

36 

31 

67 

Completed — 

(a)  Pre-School  Children  

372 

333 

705 

(b)  School  Children  

7 

2 

9 

Total  .... 

379 

335 

714 

Re-Immunised — 

All  Children  

43 

52 

95 

WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION 

(a)  Pre-School  Children  

510 

452 

962 

(b)  School  Children  

6 

8 

14 

Total  .... 

516 

460 

976 

These  figures  are  not  final  as  records  are  still  being  received 
for  services  performed  during  1957. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

The  scheme  for  the  vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  con- 
tinued throughout  the  year.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there 
were  3,020  children  born  between  the  years  1947-54  on  the  register 
awaiting  vaccination,  2,937  of  whom  had  not  had  any  injections, 
83  had  had  one  injection.  In  addition  a further  700  applications 
for  registration  were  received  during  the  year  from  parents  of 
children  within  this  age  group. 

In  June  the  Ministry  further  extended  the  scheme  to  include 
children  born  in  the  years  1955  and  1956.  1,496  children  in  this 

age  group  were  registered  in  July,  and  applications  for  registration 
continued  to  be  received  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  2,835  children  on  the 
register  awaiting  vaccination  of  whom  only  450  had  had  one 
injection,  the  remainder  had  had  none. 

The  following  vaccinations  were  carried  out  during  the  year: 
Number  of  children  who  received  two  injections 

during  the  year  2,623 

Number  of  children  who  received  their  second  in- 
jection during  the  year,  having  had  their  first 

injection  the  previous  year  73 

Number  of  children  wbo  received  the  first  injec- 
tion only  during  the  year  450 
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The  vaccinations  were  carried  out  at  the  following  Centres:  — 
Ellesmere  Port,  Little  Sutton,  Upton,  Hoolc,  Divisional 
Office,  Chester,  Huntington,  Kelsall,  Tarvin,  Tattcnhall, 
Malpas,  Farndon,  Saughall,  Christleton,  Ince,  Barrow, 
Pulford,  Dodleston,  Tarporley  and  Mickle  Trafford. 


B.C.G.  VACCINATION 

The  scheme  for  the  B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  school  children 
between  their  13th  and  14th  birthdays  continued  throughout  the 
.year. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out : — 


No.  of  Consent  forms  issued  706 

No.  of  Children  for  whom  Consent  forms  were 

returned  526 

No.  of  Children  tested  by  Mantoux  Test  482 

No.  of  Children  positive  to  Mantoux  Test  97 

No.  of  Children  vaccinated  with  B.C.G 358 

No.  of  Children  given  8 weeks  follow  up  Mantoux 

Test  483 

No.  of  Children  positive  to  8 weeks  follow  up 

Mantoux  Test  452 

No.  of  Children  given  12  months  follow  up  Mantoux 

Test  179 

No.  of  Children  positive  to  12  months  follow  up 

Mantoux  Test  : 154 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  total  mileage  performed  by  the  vehicles  of  the  Divisional 
Ambulance  Service  is  very  much  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 
The  number  of  patients  transported,  however,  showed  an  increase 
of  2,350  patients  over  the  previous  year. 

A new  Bedford  Dual  Purpose  vehicle  was  received  in  Septem- 
ber, replacing  Austin  Sitting  Case  Car  NMB736.  The  Austin 
Sitting  Case  car  was  sold  through  the  Measham  Motor  Sales 
Organisation  for  the  sum  of  £339.  4s.  6d. 

The  Humber  Ambulance  MLG928  was  fitted  with  a re-con- 
ditioned engine  and  clutch  assembly. 

A Stephenson  Minuteman  Resuscitator  was  purchased  at  a 
cost  of  £128.  3s.  Od. 

The  Supervisor  was  awarded  a 5 year  Medal,  and  four  Driver/ 
Attendants  were  awarded  Diplomas  by  the  Royal  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Accidents. 
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No.  of 

Accident  and 


No.  of 

Total  No. 
of 

Total  No. 
Patients 

Emergency 
Journeys 
included  in 

Total 

Vehicles 

Journeys 

caiTiod 

Column  :i 

Mileage 

1 

•2 

.1 

4 

5 

A. 

Directly  Provided — 
Ambulances  3 

2,074 

5,859 

691 

42,737 

Cars  4 

2,776 

10,178 

236 

97,233 

B. 

By  Agency — 

Ambulances  5 

2,686 

2,686 

314 

17,873 

Cars  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

C. 

(Chester  City  Amb.) 

Supplementary — 
Ambulances  — 

8 

8 

6 

173 

W.V.S.,  Taxi,  etc. 

Cars  — 

113 

138 

4,547 

A comparative  Statement  on  the  costs  of  the  Ambulance 
Service  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1957,  was  received  from  the 
County  Treasurer,  and  the  cost  per  mile  was  2/3%d.  per  mile. 
The  average  cost  throughout  the  County  w^as  2/6^d.  per  mile. 

The  personnel  establishment  of  the  Ambulance  Service  is 
as  follows:  — 

1 Supervisor. 

1 Senior  Driver. 

13  Driver  Attendants. 

1 Driver  Mechanic. 

1 Female  Cleaner  (part  time). 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

The  demand  for  the  Domestic  Help  Service  remained  constant 
throughout  the  year.  Apart  from  23  cases,  the  help  has  been 
given  to  aged  persons  who  are  infirm  and  in  need  of  assistance. 
The  number  of  hours  that  domestic  help  is  given  to  each  patient 
varies  from  3 hours  to  44  hours  per  week,  and  the  duration  of 
the  service  varies  in  accordance  with  the  need  of  each  particular 
case.  In  some  cases  the  need  is  a permanent  one,  in  other  cases 
temporary  for  those  awaiting  admission  to  hospital  or  a County 
Welfare  Home  ,or  in  many  cases  for  the  remainder  of  the  patient’s 
life. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  cases  of  continued  need 
at  the  end  of  the  year:  — 
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4 cases  have  had  Domestic  Help  for  6 years. 
4 „ „ „ „ „ 5 years. 


2 

3 

8 

13 

24 


4 years. 

3 years. 

2 years. 

1 year, 
less  than 


year. 


Every  effort  was  made  in  conjunction  with  the  Health  Visitors, 
to  keep  the  costs  down  to  a minimum  without  impairing  the 
efficiency  of  the  service. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during 


the  year: — 

A.  Number  of  new  applicants  94 

(of  these  24  were  cancelled) 

B.  Number  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  31.12.57  53 

C.  Number  of  cases  attended  during  the  year  120 

D.  Number  of  cases  of  continued  need  at  31.12.57  ....  58 


30  cases  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
during  the  year. 

8 cases  were  defined  as  Future  Recovery  cases. 

8 Future  Recovery  cases  were  cancelled. 

In  1 Future  Recovery  case  weekly  payments  were  accepted 
from  the  accumulated  balance. 

In  4 Future  Recovery  cases  collection  was  deferred. 

In  1 Future  Recovery  case  the  County  Treasurer  was  autho- 
rised to  recover  the  accumulative  balance. 

In  3 cases,  the  debt  was  cancelled. 

In  1 case,  the  debt  was  referred  to  the  County  Clerk  for 
necessary  action. 

In  4 cases,  the  assessment  was  reduced. 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS  — CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 


TUBERCULOSIS 

A — Number  of  cases  investigated  in  Division:  — 

(1)  Tuberculosis — 

(a)  No.  of  Forms  C.  & A.C.4  completed  36 

(Primary  investigation) 

(b)  No.  of  Forms  C.  & A.C.22  completed  271 

(Follow-up  visits) 

(c)  No.  of  cases  where  patient  has  been  found  to 

have : — 

(a)  Removed  from  area  8 

(b)  Been  cured  — 

(c)  Recovered  1 1 

(d)  Died  8 


32 


(l)  Other  than  Tuberculosis — 

All  cases  of  chronic  illness  awaiting  admission  to  Chronic 
Wards  or  suitable  Institutions  are  visited  regularly  by 
Health  Visitors  until  admission  is  effected. 

B — Number  of  cases  placed  in  employment  (Disabled 

Persons  Act)  Nil 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  — PART  III 

In  my  capacity  as  the  Representative  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  I carried  out  two  visits  of  inspection  to  Shotwick 
House,  Great  Saughall.  Very  little  change  had  taken  place  since 
1956  and  the  excellent  conditions  of  this  establishment  continued 
to  maintain  a high  level. 


ESTIMATES,  1958/59 

Estimates  for  the  year  1958/59  were  submitted,  and  following 
is  a summary  of  the  items  recommended  to  the  County  Health 
Committee  for  approval  and  inclusion  in  the  block  estimates : — 


Welfare  Centres  2,330 

Day  Nursery  2,485 

Midwifery  185 

Health  Visiting  30 

Home  Nursing  1,455 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  690 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  305 

Ambulance  Service  6,745 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care  325 

Domestic  Helps  3,950 

Administration  6,410 

Payment  of  County  Districts  for  Notifications  of 

Infectious  Diseases  250 


£25,160 
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